120                     LIFE  ON THE  MISSISSIPPI

tion man's sign and diploma of membership; and if the
stranger did not respond by producing a similar key, and
holding it in a certain manner duly prescribed, his ques-
tion was politely ignored.

From the association's secretary each member received a
package of more or less gorgeous blanks, printed like a bill-
head, on handsome paper, properly ruled in columns; a
billhead worded something like this:

STEAMER GREAT REPUBLIC

JOHN SMITH, MASTER.
Pilots, John Jones and Thomas Brown.

----------------- - -----
 CROSSINGS,
	SOUNDINGS.
	MARKS.
	REMARKS.

These blanks were filled up, day by day, as the voyage
progressed, and deposited in the several wharf-boat boxes?
For instance, as soon as the first crossing out from St. Louis
was completed, the items would be entered upon the blank,
under the appropriate headings, thus:

"St. Louis. Nine and a half (feet). Stern on courthouse,
head on dead cottonwood above woodyard, until you raise
the first reef, then pull up square." Then under head of
remarks: "Go just outside the wrecks; this is important
New snag just where you straighten down; go above it."

The pilot who deposited that blank in the Cairo box
(after adding to it the details of every crossing all the way
down from St. Louis) took out and read half a dozen fresh
reports (from upward-bound steamers) concerning the
river between Cairo and Nemphis, posted himself thor-
oughly, returned them, to the box, and went back aboard
his boat again so armed against accident that he could no*
possibly get his boat into trouble without bringing the
ingenious carelessness to his aid.